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Dear Members, 
October and Halloween seem to mark the beginning of the end-of-the-year rush. Woosh and the New Year is 
here! Luckily, October is a long month, filled with many lesson opportunities but also many tasks and 
deadlines. Please be mindful of your CM and Sonata Contest deadlines. Information is listed below to help you. 
 
We held a Meet-and-Greet/Open House Zoom meeting on September 16. There were 36 smiling faces in 
boxes on our screens. For a virtual event, it was a nice social time as we welcomed some of our new and 
newest members. As we went around the room (I mean: as we went around the Zoom screen) one by one, we 
were able to introduce ourselves and share a bit about ourselves, instruments we play, share how long we have 
been in the Association or where we came from. New members were able to ask some questions and be paired 
up with a mentor teacher to help with becoming familiar with CM. Participants were also introduced to the 
upcoming event for recitals, workshops and contests. I received feedback from the participants that they were 
grateful for the time to meet others in our branch. If you were unable to attend, but would like to connect 
with a mentor teacher to help with your understanding of CM and other Branch programs, please email me at 
mailto:ncbristol@gmail.com?subject=Request Mentor teacher. I will help you connect with someone.  
 
As you read your monthly newsletter, it is organized in the following manner for your convenience: 

1.) Meetings, Programs and Recitals 
2.) Contests and Festivals 
3.) Announcements 

 
The magazine, California Music Teacher, arrived in my mailbox yesterday. It is filled with inspirational, 
educational and informative articles. In this issue is a beautifully written, heartfelt, inspirational article written 
by our own Ariel Witbeck about her teaching experiences in Haiti in the 1980’s and 1990’s. Grab your copy and 
read it.  Thank you, Ariel,  for sharing your experiences, observations and funny stories of your time there.  You 
have touched and shaped the lives of so many young people. Read the article to see what some of them are 
doing now. It is a delightful read! 
 
Thoughtfully, Norma Bristol 
President 

mailto:ncbristol@gmail.com?subject=Request%20Mentor%20teacher
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MEETINGS, PROGRAMS AND RECITALS 
 
MONTHLY STUDENT RECITALS 
Our first student recital is scheduled for October 10, at 2 P.M. and will be held on ZOOM. The 
registration page is now open. Please register your students online at Ccmtac.com. The database will close one 
week prior to the scheduled recital.  
Note: The November Recital TBA whether the recital will be in person or on ZOOM. 
Anne Russell, Recital chair 

 
TEACHERS’ PERFORMANCE WORKSHOP 
This month’s workshop is scheduled for Thursday, October 14 at 10.00 a.m. It will be held at my house, 6 Van 
Tassel Lane, Orinda. Last month, it was so nice to have an in-person meeting, even if it was masked and 
sanitized with no refreshments.  Please let me know by email if you plan to attend 
at bandersonpiano@gmail.com. 
Barbara Anderson, Chair 
 
PROGRAMS 
As music teachers, we are always on the search for more music and newer music. And as such, our first 
program of the year will be a recital and showcase by Justin Levitt pertaining to two, soon to be released, 
books of his. Justin has written hundreds of piano pieces that are being taught and performed all over the 
world, has won seven MTAC State Composition awards, performed at New York’s Carnegie Hall, among other 
recognitions. This event will be on November 18, 2021 (Thursday) @ 10 AM. Attendance details to be 
determined given the COVID situation. Cynthia and Amy, Co-program directors 
 
CERTIFICATE OF MERIT 
Login to your MTAC Portal and on the left you will find a link to a document titled “Certificate of Merit 
Calendar 2021-2022”. Please check the document for important dates. CM registration opens Oct 1. Now is 
the time to watch the CM Teacher Training Video and to take the CM Teacher Quiz. Make sure and check your 
deadlines. Your account will be BLOCKED from registering students until you pass the quiz. Please check your 
portal regularly for updated info and read all emails from the MTAC State Office.  
 
TO SCHEDULE A STUDIO RECITAL 
You may schedule your own private studio recital at Orinda Community Church. CCMTAC owns the Hamburg 
Steinway Model B which is housed in OCC’s sanctuary. As a CCMTAC member, you can rent the sanctuary for a 
cost of $150. Use the contact information below to schedule your recital.   
Due to COVID regulations, the church is asking only vaccinated and masked people use the church facilities. 
This is on the honor system. Please stay masked to protect yourself and others.  
 
Contact Anna Gregory, office manager at Orinda Community Church 
Email: office@orindachurch.org  Phone: 925-254-4906 
Orinda Community Church 
10 Irwin Way, Orinda 94563 
 
 
 
 

http://ccmtac.com/
mailto:bandersonpiano@gmail.com
http://new.mtac.org/
mailto:office@orindachurch.org


Contra Costa Music Teachers Association of California Newsletter    October 2021 
 

 3 

 
 

 
 

CONTEST AND FESTIVALS 

 
SONATA CONTEST 

Saturday, November 20, 2021; Orinda Community Church, 10 Irwin Way, Orinda 94563 

Registration opening soon. 

Application Deadline extended: Sunday October 15, 2021 

Due to COVID advisements/guidelines, the following changes have been made to ensure that the contest can 
go forward in an in-person format. Please read below: 
Participants of this year's Sonata Contest will play in front of the two judges and without an audience. 
Sanitizing protocols will be observed between students. After each level is completed, the first, second and 
third place winners will be announced at the church. Trophies will be given at this time, socially distanced and 
masked in an outside location at the church. Honorable Mention ribbons and participation certificates will be 
placed in teacher envelopes for pick-up later (TBA) at Lamorinda Music.  
The winner's recital will be held on Zoom. First-place winners (only) will play their pieces for the Zoom recital 
from their homes. More details: TBA. 
In the event that the Sonata Contest has to be canceled due to further COVID restrictions, there will be NO 
Zoom or "Video submission" option offered. All funds will be returned to the teachers. 
Please look for additional information in future communications. 

Director: Jim Gardner and Sonata Contest Committee 

 

BAROQUE CONTEST 

The Baroque Festival is back - live and in person for 2022! We are excited to 

announce the dates: Friday evening, January 28 and Saturday, January 29. Our venue 

will be the same as before - Orinda Community Church, 10 Irwin Way, Orinda CA. 

More information will be available soon on our website: www.ccmtac.org 

Online registration opens December 1 and closes on December 20. 

If you have never participated in Baroque Festival before, I encourage you to think 

about it for this season. Students may perform any piece by a composer from the 

Baroque Era, as defined by the Certificate of Merit syllabus. Each student will receive 

written evaluations from three judges, as well as an award. 

Baroque Festival Committee 

Marcia Berryman, Angela Prickett, Jeanette Dreifuerst, Patti Lim 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Happy Birthday to Barbara Becker, teacher, composer, long-time member and friend to all! This is a notable 

birthday for Barbara. She just turned 90! Congratulations and may you have a wonderful year ahead. 

 

2021-2022 CCMTAC DIRECTORIES are now available for pick-up. The new directories are available at Lamorinda Music in 
Lafayette. Please initial the sign-out sheet and take only one directory. The new one is a green color. Alternatively, you 
may pick up your directory from Angela Prickett’s home. She lives in the eastern section of San Ramon.  If you cannot 
travel to pick it up or live some distance away, contact Norma Bristol to have one sent to you. Contact info: 
ncbristol@gmail.com.  

 

PIANO PURCHASE WITH JEFF REBER 

Yamaha DGC1 Ebony Polish with Bench 5’3” Disklavier Player with Silent feature. Piano can be played with headphones 
or manually without headphones. Piano Manufactured in 2015 Mint condition! Piano was purchased for 28,699.00 in 
2015. 
If purchased new today retail price around 41 K would sell approximately 30K.  
Sale price 14,500. Absolute Bargain! 
Interested clients can contact Jeff Reber @ 925-788-3160 In Tune Piano Services 

 

SUBMIT PROGRAMS FROM RECITALS TO MTAC: This is a reminder that programs from branch recitals, master classes, 

competitions and private studios should be submitted to the State Office. MTAC has an overall licensing agreement with 

ASCAP (American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers)  

 

There is no charge to branches or individual teachers. This guarantees that ASCAP-member composers and arrangers 

will receive royalties from the music that MTAC students and members perform. Please help us comply with this law for 

copyrighted works. Kindly submit your recital programs to: Maria Mercado at mariam@mtac.org. 

 

 
 
 
COMPOSER’S NEEDED:  Our branch needs a director for Composer’s Today program. If you are interested, contact 
Norma Bristol at ncbristol@gmail.com. 

Announcements cont’d  

mailto:ncbristol@gmail.com
mailto:mariam@mtac.org
mailto:ncbristol@gmail.com
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PART-TIME PIANO/GUITAR TEACHER NEEDED: 
IMP is looking for experienced piano and guitar teachers. Prospective teachers would need to be willing to 
teach on Zoom, in-person and in the student's home. Reasons to be a part of IMP: work with a great team of 
teachers, great rate for teaching and added benefit of a differential for in-home lessons and Certificate of 
Merit lessons. If you are looking for just a few more students to fill your schedule, this may be for you. 
Interested teachers, contact Norma Bristol at ncbristol@gmail.com.  
You can also view IMP website: http://www.instrumentalmusicprogram.com/ 

 
 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTERS can be found on the CCMTAC website at the beginning of each month, September through 
May. Also look for a MailChimp communications in your email folders.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:ncbristol@gmail.com
http://www.instrumentalmusicprogram.com/

